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River Trail 
Art: A 

Mystery In 
Our Back 

Yard

Memory Tree

Turner continues the 
story of our river 
trails in “One 
Man’s Mystery Is 
Another Man’s 
Sanctuary.”
See page 2.

Tanuri Ridge Website
Our original 
webmaster, John 
Calahan writes 
about the important 
connection the 
website plays in 
helping the 
community stay 
informed and 
connected.
See page 1.

Turkey Vultures

The trees on the 
river’s edge provide 
respite for 
migrating birds.
See page 1.

Solar Power
 Bill Wolfe shares 
information on solar 
power installation 
and his early results.

See page 3

Palms Survive Winter

The Conyers share 
their chagrin with 
the horrible freeze 
on our lovely palms.
See page 3.
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Tanuri Ridge 

Turkey Vultures
by Penny and Larry Conyers

We have been observing the annual arrival 
of our own neighborhood Turkey Vulture 
population, which roost every spring in the 
dead trees along the wash just south of 
Country Club Vista Circle.  

By April 1 there were about 40 roosting at 
night in our trees, with two other flocks 
choosing to roost in the Tucson Country 
Club golf course trees. The vanguard of the 
vultures arrived in the evening of March 10, 
which is about a week later than in 2010, 
and two weeks later than the arrivals in 
2009.  By March 13th, the flock had grown 
to 10-12, and by March 25th it numbered 
about 130.  These amazing birds migrate 
thousands of miles, and are arriving in the 
Tucson area from their wintering grounds in 

Central America.  Here they take a break 
from their travels north to Canada where the 
adults will breed and hatch their young.  
Every year they return to the same trees for 
a month before continuing north.

You will see them in the early mornings in 
the trees,  with outstretched wings, drying 
them of moisture and warming themselves 
like large solar panels.

Sometimes hawks will roost in the same 
trees with the vultures, and one tree can 
contain as many as 40 or 50 birds.  As soon 
as it warms enough to create thermal air 
currents, which they use to glide effortlessly 
to high altitudes, as many as 20 or 30 
soaring	   vultures	   begin	   circling	   our	  
neighborhood. . . . continue on page 3.

The Tanuri Ridge Connection
by Jean Calahan & Jan Knight

Do you recognize the website address 
“tanuriridge.org”?  If not, as a member of the 
Tanuri Ridge HOA, you may be missing some 
important information about your community. 
This website was launched in 2006 by then 
president,  John Calahan. Its purpose was to 
serve as a common source of information 
about the HOA. As a member of the Tanuri 
Ridge HOA, the website provides easy access 
t o b o a r d m i n u t e s ,  p r e s e n t a t i o n s , 
announcements about future events and other 
community related information such as when 
the trash will be picked up,  who to contact 
when a HOA member is selling their home, 
what decisions occurred at the last board 
meeting and what events are on the calendar. 
(You can also download a copy of this 
newsletter.)

Initially, board members had doubts, since 
some were unfamiliar with websites. However, 
September 19, 2006 the board gave approval 
for a one-year trial run.  In January 2007, the 
board gave full support after the HOA 
members indicated their support at the annual 
business meeting with a round of applause. 

. . . continue on page 3
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With	  the	  images	  in	  mind,	  and	  as	  we	  got	   to	  know	  our	  new	  community,	  I	  would	  ask	  about	   the	  art	  and	  its	  
creator,	  but	  no	  one	  had	  an	  answer.	  But,	  it	  was	  not	  until	  February	  when	  we	  were	  hiking	  with	  Bryna	  Ben-‐
Asher	  and	  others	  in	  Sabino	  Canyon	  that	  we	  learned	  that	  most	  of	  the	  art	  was	  the	  work	  of	  Margarita	  and	  
David	  Berg.	  What	   had	  been	  my	  mystery	  was	   now	  solved,	  which	  is	  why	   I	  ended	  the	  newsletter	  article	  

with,	  “The	  Berg’s	  did	  it!”

Margarita	   and	  David	  Berg	  moved	  to	  Tanuri	  Ridge	   in	  the	  early	  90‘s	  
from	   Los	   Angeles.	   (David	  was	   originally	   from	   Tucson.)	   They	   loved	  
living	  here,	  and	  spending	  time	  walking	  their	  dogs	  together	  down	  the	  
small	   canyon	  behind	   their	   house,	  which	   I	   now	   call	   “Berg	   Canyon,”	  
continuing	  on	  river	  trails	  below.	  

This	   past	  year,	  Margarita	  was	   diagnosed	  with	  brain	  cancer,	  passing	  
away	   last	   October.	   David	  and	  Margarita	   spent	   her	   remaining	   days	  
walking	   the	   canyon	   and	   river	   trails	   with	   their	   dog	   Tucker,	   where	  
they	  would	  create	  art	  from	  dead	  tree	  branches	  and	  rocks.	  

Before	  the	  spring	  newsletter	  was	  published,	  while	  running	  early	  one	  morning,	  I	  saw	  David	  walking	  
Tucker.	   We	   talked	   brieQly	   about	   the	   trails,	   its	   art,	   Margarita	   and	   what	   I	   had	   written	   for	   the	  
newsletter.	  	  We	  agreed	  to	  meet	  again	  and	  go	  down	  along	  the	  trails	  together.	  

Even	  though	  I	  now	  know	  more	  about	  David	  and	  Margarita,	   I	  must	   abmit	   that	   I	   know	  very	   little.	  
However,	   one	   thing	   is	   for	   sure,	   a	   lot	   of	   people	   knew	  Margarita.	   “I	   know	   someone	  who	   lives	   in	  
Tanuri	  Ridge,	  Margarita	  Berg,”	  was	  a	  common	  response	  as	  we	  met	  people	  in	  the	  foothills.	  Although	  

everyone	  had	  wonderful	  things	  to	  say	  about	  her,	  it	  was	  the	  feelings	  in	  the	  words	  that	  made	  one	  really	  appreciate	  how	  exceptional	  she	  
was.	  	  

As	  David	  and	  I	  walked	  together	  we	  talked	  about	  the	  trails,	  the	  art,	  Qloods,	  and	  Qires,	  all	  of	  which	  make	  the	  riverside	  part	  of	  Tanuri	  Ridge	  
so	  special.	  But,	  what	  is	  most	  special	  came	  as	  a	  surprise	  to	  me	  as	  we	  walked	  the	  trail	  near	  the	  river.	  	  Walking	  to	  my	  left,	  David	  crossed	  in	  
front	  of	  me,	  stopping	  at	  a	  two-‐trunk	  tree,	  one	  of	  which	  was	  now	  a	  stump,	  upon	  which	  David	  had	  placed	  a	  wooded	  plaque	  in	  memory	  of	  
Margarita.	  

Margarita L. Berg
2-21-48 – 10-24-2010

My wonderful wife, friend
And sweetheart loved walking 

and playing on these trails
with her dogs Lucky, Dusty, Susie,
Rusty and Tucker. She especially

Loved it when the river was flowing.
I miss you Sweetheart,
I miss you very much.

Love David 

David	  whispered	   softly	   as	   he	   looked	  down	   on	   the	   plaque,	  
reaching	   into	   his	   pocket,	   sprinkled	   Qlower	   petals	   on	   this	  
blessed	   place.	   I	   stepped	   back,	   taking	   a	   few	   photos	   as	   he	  
gently	  moved	  his	  Qingers	  across	  the	  plaque.	  

One Man’s Mystery Is Another Man’s Sanctuary
by	  Kenne	  Turner

In	  the	  'irst	  Tanuri	  Ridge	  newsletter	  (Spring),	  I	  wrote	  of	  taking	  walks	  along	  Rillito	  River	  
and	  shared	  some	  photos	  of	  artwork	  along	  the	  trails.	  It	  was	  back	  in	  late	  July,	  early	  August	  of	  last	  year	  
that	  I	  discovered	  the	  Tanuri	  Ridge	  trail	  art,	  and	  posted	  an	  entry	  on	  my	  blog	  titled,	  “Art	  is	  Where	  You	  Find	  It.”
	  http://kenneturner.wordpress.com/2010/08/04/capturing-the-moment-art-is-where-you-'ind-it/

http://kenneturner.wordpress.com/2010/08/04/capturing-the-moment-art-is-where-you-find-it/
http://kenneturner.wordpress.com/2010/08/04/capturing-the-moment-art-is-where-you-find-it/
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Some of you have been curious about the solar panels on our roof.  Many of you have not 
seen them.  They are on our back roof, and face toward the wash.   Let me give you our first 
report on them, particularly the financial situation.  First,  we live at the bottom of CC Vista 
Circle in a 2010 square foot home.  We have always kept the furnace set at 72F and the AC 
at 80F, for your reference.  It is an all electric house.  Our annual electric bill is about 
$1000.  The cost of installing the panels was $25,000.  We got an immediate rebate from 
TEP of $9680, which we signed over to the installer.  We are due a tax credit (not 
deduction) of $1000 from the state and 30% of the $25,000, or $7500 from the feds.  This 
means that the net cost is $6820.  We should amortize the panels in a little less than seven 
years.  After the first full month of operation, our electric bill was just about $7.00.  The 
year before it was just about $70.00.  We are on track for saving almost $1000 a year and 
amortizing in seven years.  Add to this that our house is surely worth $5000 to $10,000 
more than it was before the installation.  

We got two bids on the installation, and they were both just about the same.  We chose the 
local firm, Westcap Solar rather than the one based in Scottsdale.  It is a small firm, but they 
did a good job.   There were a couple glitches, but they took care of them.  The owner lives 
about a mile from here, a neighbor.   They did find that they could not mount them on the 
part of our roof that was tiles,  but did it on the flat portion.  The question of maintenance is 
a good one.  If we get enough rain, the panels will clean themselves to maintain full 
efficiency.  If not, it is essentially a window washing job with a mild detergent about four 
times a year.   I believe (hope) hail damage is covered by insurance because it is the only 
threat I can see.  

Turkey Vultures . . . continued from page 1.
In April they go aloft about 8:30 in the morning, 
soon spreading tens of miles across the Tucson 
basin, in search of dead animals.  Most are gone 
by 10 AM and begin to soar back about 3:00 
PM, roosting by sundown.  

These birds use very little energy during the day, 
as their wingspan allows them to glide 
effortlessly.  Their amazing sense of smell and 
sight allows them to see clearly objects miles 
away.  They are not only scanning the ground 
for food, but keeping an eye on other birds from 
their flock, which might be soaring miles away.  
When that bird finds food, it will glide down to 
feast, and soon all the other vultures within 
miles will be at the same meal, as they are 
watching each other as a way to locate food.  In 
this way the whole flock is working as a group 
to constantly scan the whole Tucson basin,  even 
though they look like they are acting as 
individuals while soaring.

We have always wondered if they make a return 
stop to our neighborhood in the fall, but we have 
not returned to Arizona in time to witness this.  
So perhaps some of the year-round residents can 
keep a watch out for them in October and pass 
the word that our own neighborhood flock had a 
good summer in Canada and are heading back to 
Central America for the winter. 

Residential Solar Power 

by Bill Wolfe

Tanuri	  Ridge	  Connection	   .	   .	   .	   continued	  
from	  page	  1	  

Today,	   the	  website	  has	   fulQilled	  the	  initial	  
stated	   goals	   and	   more.	   The	   site	   will	  
continue	  to	   evolve	   as	  website	  technology	  
is	   integrated	   more	   with	   social	   media	  
allowing	   for	   more	   interactive	   functions,	  
such	   as	   soliciting	   comments	   from	   the	  
community	   on	   various	   subjects,	   and	  
facilitate	   the	   annual	   voting	   for	   the	   board	  
members	  and	  ballot	  measures.	  

Our	   website	   is	   a	   function	   of	   the	  
Communications	  Committee,	  chaired	  by	  
Jan	  Knight.	   For	   more	   information	  on	  the	  
website,	   and	   to	   provide	   feedback	  on	  this	  
important	  community	  connection,	  contact	  
Jan.	  jan@bancroftinfo.com.	  

Changed your email? Your phone 
number? Please remember to keep 
Jan  informed so that she can 
continue to keep you informed!

mailto:jan@bancroftinfo.com
mailto:jan@bancroftinfo.com
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Our Palms Survive Winter

by Penny and Larry Conyers 
Many of us are chagrin to see out lovely 
palms so dry and dead-looking after that 
horrible freeze this winter.  However, our 
palms are showing good signs of life, having 
survived one of the coldest winters on record. 

There are three main varieties of palms 
growing in our neighborhood.  The two most 
hardy varieties are the fan palms,  which are 
actually two different sub-species called 
Washingtonia robusta,  and Wahingtonia 
filifera Palms. 

Landscapers admit that they often don’t know 
the difference between these varieties, and 
sell them to Tucson residents often saying one 
or the other.  They are not native to Tucson, 
but instead come from the southern California 
desert near Yuma and in northern Mexico and 
parts of Baja California.  They have even 
been transported to southern England, and can 
survive there!

These fan palms do not like moist soil, but 
still need water in our dry hot summers. Make 

sure they get water, and they will soon all be 
returning to life.  Most of them in our  
neighborhood are doing quite well in April, 
even while retaining a “skirt” of dead fronds 
from the die-back this winter. 

The Queen Palms are a different story - they 
look terrible, but are slowly mending!  
Normally they look wonderful and have 
flowing long fronds.

There are a number of them at the pool, and 
we have two in our backyard.   We were very 
worried about them after the freeze as all the 
green fronds froze and broke off and died.  
Also the bark cracked as water in the trunk 
froze and expanded, producing cracks up and 
down.  

These palms are native to Argentina, Brazil 
and the tropical areas of lowland Bolivia, and 
can struggle in our area. Our local landscapers 
have never experienced a freeze like the one 
this winter, so we took their “wait and see” 
advice. The trees are showing healthy new 
growth and by autumn should return to their 
pre-freeze appearance.

Spring Fest Sunday, April 3, 2011. 
by Tom O’Rourke

Tanuri Ridge residents used to gather in the 
spring at the Pool/Clubhouse for a pot luck 
dinner. The 2004 gathering was cancelled due 
to not having enough volunteers. In 2005, 
Barbara Brody, Sheridan Danforth, and Diane 
O’Rourke decided it should be brought back, 
and so it was. It was so successful that a few 
years later a Fall Fest was added and has been 
equally successful. The 2011 Spring Fest went 
very well with about 45 people attending. A 
homeowner couple donated two door prizes. 
Winners of $25 gift certificates to Ric’s Café 
were Nancy Down & Elaine Mastin. 
Congratulations to both winners.

A special thanks to Welcoming/Social 
Committee members Marsha Fishman 
(Chair), Peggy Mitchell, and Diane & Tom 
O’Rourke for their efforts in making this 
another successful event.

Planning for the Education & 
Recreation (E&R) 2012 Season 
Series Begins by Tom O’Rourke

For the past three years Tom O’Rourke has 
organized a series of education and recreation 
events from January through April for those 
on his mailing list at torourke@illinois.edu.  
Planning is now going on with consideration 
to: U of A Professor Emeritus Bill Wolfe’s 
doing the third of his series on Optics. This 
one is “Optical Events that Changed the 
World, or Our View of It,” all given in 
understandable terms; Kenne Turner may be 
doing a follow-up to his Digital Photography 
101 so get your cameras ready; residential 
solar panel installation; easy going walks in 
local area parks. 

However, what is really needed are your 
suggestions on topics that may have popular 
appeal. So, if you have an idea of a program 
or something you would like to share, let me 
know.

mailto:torourke@illinois.edu
mailto:torourke@illinois.edu
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Community Activities & Calendar Dates

Tanuri Ridge HOA Board  Meeting
The next Board meeting is Monday, July 
5th at 7pm. Contact Bill at 577-7962 if you 
wish to attend the meeting.

Sabino Canyon Volunteer Naturalists (SCVN)
If you enjoy nature and hiking, you may 
want to visit the SCVN website for the 
summer hiking schedule at higher 
elevations. All hikes will be at the higher 
elevations. http://www.scvntucson.org/

Summertime Entertainment
Looking for summertime things to do in 
the Tucson area. Caliente is a great guide 
to the hottest music, movies and dining 
deals. http://tinyurl.com/42fudsz

Live Jazz Around Town 
The Tucson Jazz Society lists clubs and 
venues where you can experience live 
jazz -- check it out.http://tinyurl.com/
3eqwote

Tuesday Art Talks -Dusenberry-River Library
Presented by the docents of the 
University of Arizona Museum of Art, in 
partnership with Pima County Public 
Library, each 2nd Tuesday, 2-3 p.m.  

POOL CLOSED
Hopefully, by the time you are reading 
this, the pool renovations will have been 
completed. The work started May 31st.

Street Repairs
Some temporary patching and crack 
sealing was conducted in mid-May with 
no disruption of travel in the 
neighborhood.

Tanuri Ridge Newsletter -- Vol. 1 No.2

Want to participate? This newsletter is 
published quarterly on a one year trial basis. 
Whether it continues after one year will depend 
on the interest and participation of Tanuri 
Ridge residents. However, like most endeavors, 
someone needs to take the lead in getting it 
started. Contributors to this issue:

Please contact Kenne Turner with your content 
ideas, copy and photos. Example Topics:
• What’s your favorite thing about

living here?
• How have things changed since the

beginning of our community?
• What was Tanuri Ridge like back in

the beginning? (We need history stories.)
• Do you have an expertise or topic of

interest you would like to share?

Contact Kenne:  kenneturner@yahoo.com

WATER	  CONSERVATION
By Beth Levy

Extreme conditions go hand in hand with the garden.  Too hot, too cold, too wet, and too 
dry but seldom just right.  Plants have evolved and adapted to many of these adverse 
elements and reward us with their beauty.  We can thank them for their hard work with 
good watering habits and conservation behavior.  Water is a limited resource.  
Conservation of water will help ensure that there is plenty for future generations.  Here 
are some things to consider helping to stretch the water supply:

• Landscape with plants that are in need of a small amounts of water.
• Group plants according to watering needs.
• Keep weeds to a minimum (or none at all) by mulching.  A weed is a plant that 

steals water from other plants.
• Collect rain water to use for some of your watering.
• Use a broom instead of a hose to clean driveways, walks, patios or your garage.
• Encourage your friends and neighbors to also adopt good water stewardship.
• Making one water conservation change can make a difference.  
• For more ideas check out the website at the link below:

City of Tucson Residential Water Conservation
The City of Tucson partners with Pima County Extension to offer Watersmart 
Workshops throughout the year.  These workshops are offered free of charge.  To access 
the calendar click on this link:

Workshop Topics and Calendar
The hot weather is here.  There is no more perfect time to make some adjustments as to 
how you use water.  You will be helping to conserve and protect one of our important 
natural resources.

• John Calahan
• Penny & Larry 

Conyers
• Bill Johnston
• Jan Knight

• Beth Levy
• Tom O’Rourke
• Kenne Turner
• Bill Wolfe

Please submit community 
activities & calendar dates to 

kenneturner@yahoo.com

http://www.scvntucson.org
http://www.scvntucson.org
mailto:kenneturner@yahoo.com
mailto:kenneturner@yahoo.com
http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/water/residential-conservation
http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/water/residential-conservation
http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/water/watersmart
http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/water/watersmart
mailto:kenneturner@yahoo.com
mailto:kenneturner@yahoo.com
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Tanuri Ridge Photo Gallery
Submit your photos to the gallery


